
Form 10-300 U N i T L l l  STATES D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  INTERIOR 
iJul*  1969) N A T I O N A L  PARK SERVICE 

NAT IONAL REGISTER OF  HISTORIC P L A C E S  
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

E N T R Y  N U M B E R  D A T C  
(Typo all enfries - complete applicable sections) 

~ .- 

EIAYMONT --- 
A N D .  OC H I S T O R I C :  

E1AY MONT - . -- . - .- -. -.. . 

S T R E E T  AN,:, N L I ~ I I R E R ~  

Ha9ton  S tree t  o r  Spottswood Road 
C l T I  OR T O W N :  

C *.> L, E 

( i n  c i t . )  760 

Public Acquksiti~n: ZJ Occupied 

In Process Q Unoccupisd 

Ci Object I17 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Prsssrrotion ~ o r k  

i n  progrs.. 

2 11 Agrlrv l turul  ;i Govsrnmant Ej Pork Tronsportotion Comments ! i 
.. ; . ~ 1  Commmrclo; : !  Industrial Privots R.sidence 0 Other ( S P ~ C I ~ J  i 

+ 1 [~-1 E d u r o ~ i o n ~ l  i-1 Mit i tory Religious 

1 i )  E - ~ ~ ~ I O ; , , ~ , . ~ ~  rid Museum Scientific - -. -- 
i 
! 

-. - 
I 

/ ( : X I %  o Kiclimond, Department o f  Recreation and Parks 
W r- -~ - ~ ~. 

l S T L I i ,  I N I .  N U M B E R :  
-- . , 

W ' 1 ' 1 ,  >Io;.rii!c, Laurel S tree t  !- 
S T A T E :  

VIRGINIA 

- -- 
City Hall - -- 

S T R E E T  A N <  NUMBER: -. ... -4 , ., 
' ? c ~ ~ t h  and Broad S t r e e t s  - . .- ;- s j  

C l T Y  O H  T O W N :  
:. 

COOK ,? ,j ; -. 
R i  c I ~ I I ~ < , ~ I c I  - VIRGINIA 51 ' 

EXISTING SURVEYS . . . -~ l i i l l ~ L  ,', 5 1 1 U V 1  . 
,:$! : .) !l i .otoric Iandmrks C~nmiss ion  -. Survey 

D I T ~  i . 1  ;LJ>, .,) * .  1971 0 Fader01 Stota 0 County 0 Local  
D E P D r l  i R >  i i H  S U P V E I  RECORDS: c l.i .: is H i s  t o r i r  Landmarks Commission 
s r n r t  n i  , r z ~ ~ s ; ~ :  

- 

1 9t1, S;Lrc!et S ta te  Office Buildine.  Room 1116 
C I T Y  0 1 <  rOVi'i S T A T E :  

1 Richrnnil~, . . .- Virginia 



Sicx. f,.oN.- ~ - ~ . .. - .~~ 

I 
~ --.-----.-.-....u-.,. - 

(Check One) I 

MAYMON T 
The e c l e c t i c  mansion a t  Maymont, d e s i g n e d  i n  1890 by Edger ton S. 

Kogers ,  i s  a t h r e e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  of  broken c o u r s e  s a n d s t o n e .  I t s  narrow 
s t r a i g h t  windows w i t h  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  "eyebrows," i t s  t a l l ,  s i m p l e  chimneys ,  
and r o o f  g a b l e s  are r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  c h a t e a u  s t y l e .  The r o ~ i g h  s t o n e ,  
t h e  use  o f  c i r c u l a r  and po lygona l  c o r n e r  t o w e r s ,  "eyebrow" dormers ,  bowed 
s e c l i o n s ,  and t h e  o n e - s t o r y  porch on t h e  w e s t e r n  f a c a d e  are Romancsque i n  
f c c l i n g ,  as is t h e  o v e r a l l  mass iveness  and s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  A 
sq i i a rc ,  c o r h e l c d  tower  a t  one  c o r n e r  a d d s  a medieva l  touch.  On t h e  
sou t l l c rn  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e ,  t h e r e  is a  p o r t e - c o c h e r e  l e a d i n g  t o  a  Eront h a l l  
l i g h t e d  by a  l a r g e  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window which c a n  be s e e n  above and behind 
t l~r :  por l  L - c o c h e r e .  The roof  o f  g r e y  s l a t e  is a combina t ion  o f  h ipped  and 
g a l  r vpcs .  

C1 Exc.ll*nt Good 0 F.8, [IJ Ostsrior-ted 0 Rvnns 13 Unexposed 

I t i rs t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  house  c o n t a i n s  a  spac io l i s  
cni. I - i ~  iicr 1131 1 , d i n i n g  room and ad jacen t .  b u t l e r ' s  p a n t r y ,  a s a l o n ,  and o t i i c r  
smal 1t.r r c c c , p t i o n  rooms. O p p o s i t e  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r ,  t h e r e  i s  a c l i imnrypirce  
d ~ ~ . ~ , r : l l t , ( t  in a Frcnch Rcnna i s sance  rnannclr wi.th d a r k - s t a i n e d  woodcn p a n e l s  
airil c.;~ry:il i d s .  The exposed s t r u c t ~ i m l  c e i l i n g  and t h e  st a i r c a s e  e o n t  inue  
t ~ l ~ u .  ... lni<.  p c r i o d  f e e l i n g .  The s a l o n  beyond t h c  h a l l  i s  i1~:cora ted w i t h  
i 1 f u r n i t z ~ r r ?  and p a i n t e d  f l o w c r - t r a c e r y  on t h e  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g .  
An a d j o i n i n g  p a r l o u r  i s  Lou i s  XV i n  d e c o r  and i n c l u d e s  two G o h e l i n s  t a p e s -  
t r i e s .  A l l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  c o p i e s  o f  p a i n t i n g s  
by E~rropcnn m a s t e r s ,  g l a s s  f r o n t  c a b i n e t s  c o n t a i n i n g  small boxes ,  s c u l p -  
t u r e s ,  and p l a t e s  b r o u g h t  from Europe by t h e  Dooleys ,  and v a s e s ,  m i r r o r s ,  
and l a r g e r  scu1 ,p tu res  from a round  t h e  w o r l d .  I 

(Check o n ~ )  
0 Altered  1% Una11~r.d 

l l le  hasemcnt  f l o o r  o f  Maymont hiuised t h e  s e r v a n t s  q u a r t e r s ,  a  
k i t c h e n ,  and  a wine c e l l a r .  The sccond and t h i r d  f l o o r s  wcre  f o r  bedrooms. 
t h c  most famous o f  which is  t h e  Swan bedroom. Th i s  c o n t a i n s  two swan- 
s h a p r d  hcds  made f o r  Mrs. ~ o o l e ~ ' s  room i n  t h e i r  summer home, Swannanoa. 

(Check on.,, 
Cl Moved Onglnol Sate 

O u t b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e s t a t e  were  t h e  s t a b l e  and 
c a r r i  ~ g t .  Ilorlse. The s t a b l e  c o n t i n u e s  t h e  rough  s t o n e  s t r e n g t h  and mass- 
i v e r l ~ . s s  i ) f  t h e  main house .  The diamond-shaped g l a s s  panes  i n  i t s  windows 
and *'.>rrnc>rs g i v e  a f e e l i n g  o f  Jacobean  Ilngland. Thc s t a b l e  h a s  a c e n t r a l  
c o b l ~ l u s i  one c o u r t y a r d  and a  r o o f  o f  medium-hip and  g a b l e  t y p e s .  The 
cor r i .1ge  house  is  a h a l f  b r i c k - h a l f  s t o n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  a g a b l e d  h i p  1 
r o o f  c o n t a i n i n g  a l a r g e  dormer on one s i d e .  i 

I 
A l s o  on t h c  p r o p e r t y  i s  a m a n a g e r ' s  c o t t a g e  w i t h  a n  o c t a g o n a l  t o w e r . '  

Tl~e extt : i is ive use  o f  s h i n g l e s  i n  t h e  upper  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  Irwin p a r t  o f  t h e  i 
hozisi, and t h e  tower  make t h i s  o u t h r l i l d i n g  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  s h i n g l e  s t y l e  
p o p u l a r i z e d  by t h e  a r c h i t e c t  H. H. Richardson.  

D E S C R l Q E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l G l N I L  (11 known) W H I S I C A L  A P P E I R A N C E  

M:i j o r  and M r s .  Dooley a r e  b u r i e d  a t  Maymont i n  a  s m a l l ,  s t o n e ,  Greek 
t e m p l e - s ~ v l e  tomb w i t h  a pedimented d i s t y l e - i n - a n t i s  D o r i c  p o r t i c o .  

1 . , ~ e  James R i v e r  b o r d e r s  Maymint on t h e  s o u t i i e r n  s i d e .  The one 
hundred .,ere grounds  c o n t a i n  a n  I t a l i a n  p a r t e r r e  g a r d e n ,  comple te  w i t h  a  
c o l u m n e ~  p e r g o l a  and a n  e l a b o r a t e  c a s c a d e  su r roundco  by a s e r p e n t i n e  
Rl!nn-s rs.llic~eessta__i.t_ct_casae .A£. fs_ t .~n .ee .  .. - 
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A natura l  w a t e r f a l l  p a r a l l e l s  the s t a i r c a s e ,  then f a l l s  i n t o  a Japanese 
garden below. This garden i s  composed o f  waterways, arched s tone  b r i d g e s ,  
Japanese p l a n t s  and t r e e s ,  and a pagoda. Elsewhere about the  property a r e  
l i t t l e  sununer houses  f o r  t h e  tak ing  o f  the  v iew.  
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vrn lon  (check Onr  or ~ o r e  a. Approprlalo) 

1-1 P r e - C o l u m b i ~ n :  C I  161h C e n t u r y  [.-I l81h Centurv CrJ 20th Century  

rl 15th Csntucy 17 17th C m w y  K/ l 9 lh  Century  
- .~ .- 

S P E C ~  F I C  D A T E ~ ~ ~  (11 A~PIIC.~I.  and K ~ o , v ~ )  House h u i - l t  1890 
& R E A S  O F  S I G N I F ~ C A N C L  fCh*ck On- or More a. Appropriate) 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  L I l O N l F l C I N C E  MAY MON T 
~- - 

The mansion a t  Maymont was b u i l t  i n  1890 hy Major James 11. Dooley, 
wi,nl tliy i n d u s t r i a l i s t  and  mcmbcr of  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Housc? of  Dclcgat:i<s. l%e 
s i t c .  was a former  d a i r y  farm,  p u r c l ~ a s e d  by Dooley from D r .  C. A. Crensliaw 
. L S  ;I p r e s e n t  f o r  h i s  w i f e ,  S a l l i e  May, f o r  whom t l w  p r o p c r t y  was namcd. 
' t i i f  a r c h i t < ? c t  was Edger ton  S. Rogers,  s o n  o f  t h e  s c u l p t o r ,  Wi l l i am Ror:ers. 
l i r b  was b r o t ~ g h t  up i n  Rome and r e c e i v e d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h c  Academy o f  
; I rchi  t e c t u r e  t h e r e  where  h e  p r a c t i c e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  coming t o  
K ichmond a round  1888. 

James H.  Dooley was b o r n  i n  1841,  t h e  s o n  o f  a  w e a l t h y  h a t  manufac tu rd r .  
tic g r a d u a t e d  f rom Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y ,  though h i s  e d u c a t i o n  was i n t e r -  
r11pt1.d by t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  i n  which he s e r v e d  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i o n .  
l : i  1869 ,  h e  m a r r i e d  S a l l i e  May, l a t e r  a u t h o r e s s  of  Dcm (;ood Old Times a  ----, 
i ; ~ ) s ~ : ~ l g i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  o l d  Sou th .  She was a  l o v e r  o f  p l a n t s  
and f l o w e r s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  a n d  when t h e  c o u p l e  t r a v e l l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  
Europe,  b r o u g h t  back  r a r e  p l a n t s  and  s h r u b s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  g a r d e n s  a t  
Moy~nont and works o f  a r t  f o r  t h e  embe l l i shment  o f  t h e  t h i r t y - e i g h t  rooin 

A f t c r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Major Dooley i n  1922 and Mrs. Dooley i n  1925,  t h e  
lioilsc and grounds  a t  Maymont were  w i l l e d  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  Ricl~mond f o r  use  by 
t:li<! g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  Ovcr t h e  y c a r s ,  a w i l d l i f e  e x h i b i t  h a s  been c s t a -  
I>l is l icd  i n  one s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r k ,  and a  n a t u r e  c e n t e r  h a s  hecn opencd i n  
clic fornicr c a r r i a g e  house .  The on', hundred acres o f  g a r d e n s ,  open t o  t h e  
p i ih l i c  d u r i n g  a l l  s e a s o n s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  form a  v a l u a b l e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  i n  
llie c e n t e r  of  t h e  c i t y .  The grounds  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  by t h e  Department o f  
R e c r c a t  i o n  and  Parks .  

A t  t h e  Dooleys '  d e a t h ,  t h e  e v e r y  day f u r n i t u r e  was g i v e n  t o  f a m i l y  
mt!inhc,rs. ? ~ e  i n t e r i o r  is t h u s  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  rarer and  more v n l u a b l c  
pc,riorl p i e c e s ,  some o f  wliich wcrc  b rough t  from t h e  D o o l c y ' s  siirnmnr home 
S\,ran,i;lnoa i n  t h e  Blue Ridge Morintains. A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  housc  is  under-  
: ,<in: : ,  ~ . c s t o r a t i o n  on t h e  i n s i d e .  Both t h e  i n t e r i . o r  and t h e  e x t e r i o r  o f  
. : to  in;t.~sion are i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h e  e c l e c t i c  t a s t e s  o f  a  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
>:!dii:;: r i a l  m i l l i o n a i r e .  Along w i t h  i ts  g a r d e n s ,  Maymont is a t o t a l  
t!i:virc,nment where  a v i s i t o r  c a n  w i t n e s s  t h e  g r a n d e u r  and l a v i s h n e s s  o f  t h e  
l d w a r d i a n  Era .  
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I'i 1c.s o f  tile V:~l<?nt inc: Muscum, Parks  : Ricl~mond (Maymont Park) .  
F i  l c s  of V i r g i n i a  l l i s t o r i c  landmarks  Commission. 
I t  Maymont", Volder ,  Department o f  P u b l i c  Works. 
Ric l~o~ond,  l h c  C i t y  on t h e  James, Richmond Chamber of Commerce. 
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N  D A T E  

V i r s i ~ ~ i ; ~  ~ l i i s t o r i c  Landmarks ~ Commissior~___ 1 June  24, 1971. 
S T H E F T  & N O  N i i M B C R  

As  the ilcsli,.nated Stiltc I.~nison Officer for the  Ntl- 

l!on;rl if8:;torlc Prcservet ion  Act of 1966 (Pub l i c  1.aw 

89-til.5). I Ih~rrl ,y nnminwlc t h i s  property for  inc lus ion  

in lh+- Netionel  Rcxis ter  and cer t i fy  that  it h a s  been 

rva lua tcd  s r r -o rd~ng  to  the  cri teria and procedures s e t  

forth h y  the. National  Pe rk  Service. T h e  recommended 

level  of s igni f icance  of t h i s  nomination is: 

National  iL:) Sta te  a Local O 
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O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  

I hereby cert ify that t h i s  property i s  included in the 

Nat ional  Regis ter .  
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